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Moving Forward in Mission é 
 

ñIf people canôt see what God is doing, they stumble all over 
themselves. But when they attend to what he reveals, they are 

most blessedò (Proverbs 29:18 The Message) 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Thinking of the Magi who brought their best gifts as an offering to hon-
or the Christ child in Bethlehem, our bishop offers these words of en-
couragement in a message dated January 17, 2019: ñLike the Magi, as 
we prepare for the Special Session of General Conference and the 
days after, may we be committed to bring our best gifts é a praying 
spirit, a humble spirit, and a steadfast spirit é as an offering to honor 
Christ and the Church. May we have an unwavering trust in the power 
of the Holy Spirit to help us discover the gift of Godôs grace to help us 
do what we are incapable of doing, to see what we cannot see, to 
hope where there is no hope, and to honor the Christ in each other!ò  
 

All of Bishop Maloneôs words have encouraged me. But this phrase 
leaped out: ñMay we have an unwavering trust in the power of the Holy 
Spirit to help us é see what we cannot see éò We know very well the 
Proverb that reminds us, ñWithout a vision, the people perishò (29:18). 
Can we trust in the power of the Holy Spirit to help us see what we 
cannot see, to help us catch a true vision of what we mean when we 
pray, ñThy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven?ò 
I want this vision!    

              [Continued on page 2] 



The first question for reflection posed in our Praying Our Way Forward 
material is this one: 

 

What unites us as United Methodists, and what type of  
Church do we long for? 

 

As a church, we have been asking a similar question with the New 
Year: Where will God lead us next? It is perhaps the crucial question for 
us as we move forward through and beyond the upcoming Special Ses-
sion of General Conference. What vision, what picture of the Church 
does our Lord want us to get? What vision of the Mayfield Church do 
we long for? Will this vision unite us and show us how to love God with 
all our heart, all our soul, all our strength, and all our mind; and our 
neighbor as ourselves? 
 

In this month when we celebrate Presidentôs Day, I have been moved 
by these words of President Ronald Reagan, spoken in his Farewell 
Address in January 1989. In his address, President Reagan painted a 
more complete picture of one of his most famous images: 
 

 Iôve spoken of the shining city all my political life, but I donôt 
know if I ever quite communicated what I saw when I said it. In 
my mind it was a tall, proud city built on rocks stronger than 
oceans, windswept, God-blessed, and teeming with people of all 
kinds living in harmony and peace; a city with free ports that 
hummed with commerce and creativity. And if there had to be 
city walls, the walls had doors and the doors were open to any-
one with the will and the heart to get here. Thatôs how I saw it, 
and see it still é And sheôs still a beacon, still a magnet for all 
who must have freedom, for all the pilgrims from all the lost plac-
es who are hurtling through the darkness toward home. 

 

Can you see this picture? There is great beauty here that transcends 
our political differences. I could even say, there is something of ñThy 
kingdom comeò in this vision. 
 

What do we see when we think of the Mayfield Church? What vision of 
the Mayfield Church is rising up in our times of prayer? Where will God 
lead us next? Can we really be a beacon of Jesus Christ shining for all 
pilgrims from lost places who are hurtling through the darkness toward 
home?  
 

There is no more important question before us than this! As the Proverb 
tells us, ñWhen we attend to what God reveals, we will be most 
blessed!ò 
      Best of all God is with us! 
        Pastor Jim 
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Holy Land Trip 2019 

Sunday, February 10 

Pastor Don Cummings will preach at all three services  

For anyone interested on more in-

formation, please attend the next 

meeting with Pastor Jim and Pastor 

Don Cummings! 

 

Holy Land Tour Meeting  

Sunday, Feb. 10 @ 1 PM 

Mayfield Church  



 ñHANDS THAT SERVEò 
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Since 2014, Mayfield Church has partnered 

with Bethel Church in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, 

to support Emsizini Secondary School, locat-

ed in Kensington, Zimbabwe.  In this part-

nership, Mayfield Church has supported 

many capital improvements, including upgraded bathrooms, a science 

classroom building, a teachers cottage, and a home for the school 

caretaker and his family. School programming has been supported with 

the purchase of sewing machines, science classroom equipment, white-

boards, sports equipment, choir robes, and various teaching supplies. 

Additionally we have supported the school with our presence, with 

five adults and six college students visiting the school on five separate 

trips. 
 

The current capital need at the school is a health clinic, which will 

serve the Kensington community in addition to the school. To date, 

close to $30,000 has been raised for the construction of the clinic. A 

health clinic at Emsizini will improve the overall health and the stand-

ard of living of the community. 
 

We had planned that funds raised for Emsizini during the month of 

February would be used toward the health clinic. Unfortunately an ur-

gent need has developed.  In January, the homes of 38 Emsizini stu-

dents were bulldozed by the land owner.  The 38 displaced students 

are now at risk of dropping out of school for the semester.  Headmas-
ter Kholwani Moyo has made arrangements to house up to 40 stu-

dents at the school. Several things are needed to accomplish this, in-

cluding bedding, cooking utensils, and food.  The estimated cost is 

$6,000 for the semester. Keep these 40 students and the entire stu-

dent body and school staff in your prayers.   
 

Please join us for scrambled eggs, bacon, and breakfast potatoes after 

services on Sunday, February 17. Our next trip to Emsizini is planned 

for May 28 ð June 11. It is not too late to join us.  Contact John Parker 

at 330-289-4117 or parkerja89@gmail.com for more information. 

mailto:parkerja89@gmail.com
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Mission Outreach 

 

 
The MOC (Mission Outreach Council) has scholarship funds availa-
ble for those persons planning to go on their first Mayfield Mission 

Trip in 2019.  
 

Applications are available on the display board in the main hallway.  
Deadline for applying for funds is March 31. 

As the Alternaterm Pregnancy Center liaison for the past 15 years, I 
want to thank the people of Mayfield Church for the unfailingly gener-
ous assistance and support you have provided during that time. Be-
cause of you, Mayfield Church has contributed many thousands of dol-
lars, plus hundreds of diapers and other baby essentials, to support 
services for women and families in the eastern suburbs of Cleveland. 
Your generosity has helped untold numbers of women through the 
most challenging times of their lives. Last year alone, our gift was 
$1,944.93 é and those of you who contributed your pocket change in 
our Baby Bottles accounted for $631.07 of that -- nearly one-third of 
the total donation!   
 

We will not have a "Hands that Serve" month in 2019, in order to give 
other important missions a chance to bring attention to their worthy ef-
forts, but I am asked regularly if I have these Baby "Change" Bottles 
available. I do!  If you are looking for a deserving recipient for your 
spare change, just ask me any time, and I'll bring one in for you to fill. 
 

Debbie Diadiun 

http://alternaterm.org/


Our Partner Schools: Rowland & Adrian  
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What a Day é Holy Donut Day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you for your support of Holy Donut Day on Sunday, Jan. 27. A total 

of $1,198.00 was raised for our book program at Adrian Elementary 

School. Yay God! 

  

A big thanks to the Patterson Family, and espe-

cially to Bill, who brought the 840 delicious do-

nuts to us, and the bakers, who got up early to 

make the many varieties of donuts for us. 

  

We hope you had an opportunity to stop by Fel-

lowship Hall and see the new books that have 

been delivered to our Adrian students. Teachers 

Cathy Stang, who oversees the  book program, 

and Karen Hadden, who uses the books in her 

first-grade class, joined us on Holy Donut Day. 

  

Is this program having an impact? One 

measure of success might be the AIR 

(American Institutes for Research) reading 

tests that meet state legislative mandates. 

Third-graders must pass this reading test 

to go on to fourth grade. All third-graders 

take the test in the fall and again in the 

spring. Adrian had the highest percentage 

of third-graders in the district pass the 

AIRS state test in the fall. 
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Rowland second-grade teacher Jen DiFrancesco and Adrian first-grade 

teacher Karen Hadden have something in common: They receive apples 

from Eddyõs so their students may have a healthy mid-morning snack. The 

teachers report that their students are able to focus better when they 

have a snack that is not overly sugary, and they send their thanks and ap-

preciation to Bart and Janet Alcorn. 

 

 

This month, weõll be providing a baked-

goods fellowship for Rowland staff 

during parent-teacher conference 

night on Thursday, Feb. 21 . If 

you can bake something special for 

our special teachers and staff, 

please let Pastor Jan know! 

 

 

In March, weõll be packing spring break bags on Sunday, March 17, at 

church. Weõll be delivering the bags to the schools on Thursday, March 

21. Thatõs the same night for the Rowland PTA Science Night. The Science 

Night event starts at 6:30 and ends at 8. Interested? Please let Pastor Jan 

know! 

 

 

Doing a little spring cleaning on these cold days? Weõre 

looking for your gently used books for our annual Book 

Giveaway in August. You can bring them to Pastor Janõs 

office anytime before August. 

 

 

 

In December, we gave each of our Rowland teachers and staff a Malleyõs 

chocolate bar, with the inscription: Have a S-w-e-e-t Break! One of the 

administrators sent a thank you: 

 

Dear Mayfield Church, 

Thank you very much for the chocolate. More importantly, thank you for the  

continued support at Rowland. We love and need you. 

 

-- Pastor Jan  

We need your help!  



Coming Up é 

 

Our message series òWhere Will God Lead Us 

Next?ó continues through March 3. 
 

For Lent, which begins on March 6 (Ash Wednes-

day), Pastor Jim will be exploring sections of John 

Ortbergõs book òWho is This Man? The Unpredicta-

ble Impact of the Inescapable Jesus.ó 
 

Message titles include òThe Man Who Wonõt Go Awayó (March 10), òA 

Revolution of Humanityó (March 17), òThe Power of Forgivenessó (March 

24) and òWhy Itõs a Small World After Alló (March 31). Scripture will be 

from the Gospel of Mark. 
 

LifeGroups and individuals may wish to follow along with Ortbergõs book, 

which may be ordered in the Bookstore. 

 

Propose a LifeGroup Book! 
 

We are making plans for our fall all-church book study. Pastor Jim and I 

invite you, your LifeGroup, or your ministry team to submit a proposal 

for a book for our study, which will focus on one or more of these 

themes: mission, social justice and/or discipleship. Your proposal should 

include: 
 

- The title of the book and authorõs name 

- A brief outline of the book and its themes 

- The reason it would be a good study for our congregation to do at 

this time 

- The outcome (how will it transform our congregation?) 

- A link to any curriculum written for small groups 

- Your name and contact information.  
 

Proposals should be submitted to Pastor Jan by Sunday, Feb. 24. 

Our Vision Team will review the proposals and will decide on the book 

for the fall study. 

 

-- Pastor Jan 

Page 8 



Page 9 

#ÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ "ÉÂÌÅ 3ÔÕÄÙ 2ÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ͼ! 7ÁÙ &ÏÒ×ÁÒÄͼ 
0!24 ) 

4ÕÅÓÄÁÙȟ &ÅÂȢ ρςȟ χ - ψȡσπ 0- 
&ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ (ÁÌÌ 

  
7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔȟ ÒÅÌÅÖÁÎÔ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ ÐÁÓÓÁÇÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÒÅÖÅÁÌ 
'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÎÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÁÙȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÂÒÉÎÇ Á ÃÌÅÁÒȟ ×ÈÏÌÉÓÔÉÃ 
ÂÉÂÌÉÃÁÌ ÆÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒË ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÓÅØÕÁÌÉÔÙȢ 2360 ÏÎ ÙÏÕÒ 
#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎ #ÁÒÄ &ÅÂȢ σ ÏÒ &ÅÂȢ ρπȟ ÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÅÍÁÉÌ $ÁÒÌÅÎÅ *ÁÎËÅ ÁÔ 
ÄÁÒÌÅÎÅͽÍÁÙПÉÅÌÄÃÈÕÒÃÈȢÏÒÇȟ ÓÏ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÈÁÖÅ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓ ÒÅÁÄÙȢ  
 
 

1 Ǫ ! ÏÎ ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅ 3ÔÕÄÙ 2ÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ͼ! 7ÁÙ &ÏÒ×ÁÒÄͼ 
0!24 )) 

4ÕÅÓÄÁÙȟ &ÅÂȢ ρωȟ χ - ψȡσπ 0- 
&ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ (ÁÌÌ 

 
$ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȟ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÓË 
ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÓÕÂÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÏÎ &ÅÂȢ ρςȟ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ ÐÁÓÓÁÇÅÓ 
ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ Á ×ÅÅË ÐÒÉÏÒȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÅÒÅ ÕÎÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅ 
&ÅÂȢ ρς ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÐÉÃË ÕÐ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ -ÁÉÎ (ÁÌÌ×ÁÙ ÔÏ 

ÒÅÁÄ ÂÅÆÏÒÅÈÁÎÄȢ  
 
 
 
 

#ÈÉÌÄ #ÁÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄȠ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÅÍÁÉÌ #ÁÒÒÉÅ "ÁÒÒÙ ÁÔ  
ÃÁÒÒÉÅÂͽÍÁÙПÉÅÌÄÃÈÕÒÃÈȢÏÒÇ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÅÒÖÅ Á ÓÐÏÔ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȢ 

 
0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÎÏÔÅȡ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÁÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎÌÙȢ 
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UMW Rummage Sale 

 Music Ministry 

We received this note of thanks from Betty 
and Bud Boylan: 
     
Bud and I want to thank everyone that came to Menorah Park to 
sing in Bud's room.  You could tell he enjoyed it very much! Merry 
Christmas!        
      Love, Betty and Bud 

Please start saving your items to donate 
to the Spring Rummage Sale! 

 

Collection days: April 28 - May 1 

 Sale days: May 2 - 4 
 

Volunteers are needed to help sort and price items on  
collection days! 

 Vd cn mns `bbdos `ctks annjr+ l`ssqdrrdr+ `mc SUƍr- 
 

Questions? Please contact Marge Eisenberg at 
mae1775@att.net. 

mailto:mae1775@att.net

