
 

Lenten Reflections!  
          -By Pastor Scott     

 

 
Lent begins mid-month (Ash Wednesday is Feb.14).  

For Christians, Lent is our annual 40-day pilgrimage 
with Jesus toward Holy Week.  It is a time for focus-

ing on personal reflection and self-examination.  It 

starts òin the bleak mid-winteró and culminates in the 

budding spring of new life. 

 
This year, alongside our all-church series, Crazy Love, by Francis Chan, 

I have chosen to reflect on some thoughts from author Anne Lamott. 

 
Ms. Lamottõs personal and faith story is one of fits and starts, and in-

cludes alcoholism, motherhood and Jesus.  She calls herself an unlikely 

Christian.  Really, arenõt we all? 

 
Recently, Lamott was asked to compile a list of things she has learned 

in her life and journey of faith.  Her list caught my eye and is below.  

(My initial reflections regarding her list follow in bold.)  

 
òMost truth is a paradox.ó (Truth can be seemingly absurd 

and self-contradictory: see John 3: 1-9.) 

 
òAlmost everything will work again if you unplug it for a few 

minutes.ó (Thatõs not just true for your laptop: see Reve-

lation 21: 5.) 

[contõd on page 2] 
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òEveryone is screwed up, broken and scared.ó (Thatõs not 

really a debatable point: see Isaiah 53: 6.) 

 
òDeath is an incredibly hard thing to bear.ó (It just is.  We 

donõt easily get over losing someone we love; weõre 

not supposed to:  see Psalm 34:17-18.)  

 
òFamilies are both astonishing and hard.ó  (God is in the for-

giving business.  Part of forgiving others means for-

giving yourself.  You may as well start at the supper 

table: see John 13: 12-14.) 

 
òSpeaking of food: try to do a little better.ó (In the words of 

Forest Gump, Thatõs all there is to say about that:  

see 1 Corinthians 10:31.) 

 
òGod really isnõt that scary.ó  (May His Spirit remind us to 

look up, instead of down:  see Isaiah 41: 10 and Lamen-

tations 3: 22-23.) 

 
òGrace is a powerful thing.ó  (It may be the most powerful 

thing in the whole world. Thank you, Lord! I am 

overwhelmed:  see Romans 8:1.) 

 

I wish you a meaningful Lenten journey! 

    
     See you in churché  

      PScott  
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 FEBRUARY 14  
 

Also Remember the Beginning 

of Lent!  
 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE AT 7 PM 
 

A Service of Oil and Ashes 

 

February Sermon  

 

 & Worship Series:  

 

    Crazy Love!  

  

 

February 4  

Message from Chapter 2 of Crazy Love:  

  òYou Might Not Finish This Chapter!ó 

 

February 11  

Message from Chapter 3 of Crazy Love:  

  òWhat is Crazy Love?ó 

 

February 18  

Message from Chapter 4 of Crazy Love: 

  òA Profile of the Lukewarm!ó 

 

February 25  

Message from Chapter 5 of Crazy Love: 

  òServing Leftovers to a Holy God!ó 
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Meet Rev. Jim Winkler  
 

O`rsnq Ihl vhkk adbnld L`xehdkc Bgtqbgƍr kd`c o`rsnq nm Itkx 0-
We asked him to tell us about himself. Guess what we learned: 
He is an Indians fan! 
 

I grew up in Lakewood, Ohio. For the first 15 years of my life, my 
family was active in Lakewood Presbyterian Church. My parents, 
Dick and Elinor wanted my brother, sister and me to grow up to 
be thoughtful, moral, ethical, faithful, educated young people. 
 

During my sophomore year, we moved to Hudson and joined the 
First Congregational Church. For many reasons at the time, I 
stopped actively participating in church; my interests lay with 
friends, sports, fun and school. And yet it was a time of spiritual 
searching that never left me.  
 

I graduated from Hudson High School, Ohio University (B.A.), 
Western Illinois University (M.A.) and Gordon Conwell Theologi-
cal Seminary (M. Div.) in South Hamilton, Mass. 
 

Before I became a pastor, I was a teacher. First as a freshman 
English instructor at both the main and branch campuses of Kent 
State University, and later as a teacher in a school for economi-
cally disadvantaged adults in downtown Akron.  
 

During this time, I felt almost desperate for an ethical, moral, 
spiritual foundation. It was a search for identity, purpose and 
community. Eventually I found what I was looking for at Hudson 
United Methodist Church.  I was given books to read (The Cost 
of Discipleship by Bonhoeffer, Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis, 
and others), and was welcomed to adult Sunday classes and 
worship. After many discussions with the pastor and leaders, 
cddo sgntfgs `mc oq`xdq+ H vdms Ə`kk hmƐ `r ` enkknvdq ne Idrtr- 
 

The call to ministry soon followed. The thought of joining a semi-
nary community thrilled me. I fell in love with the Boston area 
and Gordon Conwell, a great nondenominational evangelical 
seminary. During seminary, I served two Southern New England 
Conference churches. 
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In East Ohio, I was ordained an elder in 1985. I have served two 
rural congregations, Deerfield/Pricetown, as well as Brecksville 
(associate), Ontario, Wadsworth, and the Ohio Valley District 
(superintendent). 
 

I love my family (including three children, their spouses, and three 
grandchildren, all in Chicago). I enjoy cycling, classic guitar, pho-
tography, reading, and home projects.  
 

I also enjoy football and baseball (yes, I am a lifelong OSU, 
Browns and Indians fan, though the Browns stretch my patience), 
along with basketball (Cavs, especially in the playoff season).  
 

My wife, Lynelle, and I enjoy one another's company, traveling, 
spending time with friends, exploring new areas. Above all, we 
look forward to connecting with Mayfield Church, Chesterland 
and the surrounding communities! For all these things, we are 
grateful to God. Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
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Ntq ƏG`mcr Sg`s RdqudƐ enbtr enq Edaqt`qx hr sgd Bnlltmhsx
Dinner. This is our tenth year of reaching out to the community 
with a free meal once every month. What started as a ministry to 
reach those in the area who had been hit by the recession now 
feeds 100 to 125 people on the last Friday of each month. These 
often are people who do not attend church here. Some come for 
the fellowship, but many have told us how much it helps as the 
money starts to run out at the end of the month. Some who are 
not from our church come to serve and find a place to belong. 
  

Would you consider making a financial donation to this ministry 
so we can keep providing for those who might not otherwise 
come through our doors? Please make your check payable to: 
L`xehdkc Bgtqbg+ mnshmf ƏBnlltmhsx ChmmdqƐ hm sgd ldln khmd- 
  

We have a great team of volunteers who make this dinner      
happen every month Ƌ but they can always use more help! If 
you can volunteer your time to cook, serve or clean up, please 
contact Anne Parker at anne@mayfieldchurch.org. 
  

@mc rod`jhmf ne fnnc ennc ƕ xnt vnmƍs v`ms sn lhrr ntq etmc-
raising pancake breakfast, which we will hold on Sunday, Feb. 
11, in Fellowship Hall. 

mailto:anne@mayfieldchurch.org
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DON and BONNIE 
CUMMINGS  

SCHOLARSHIP  
 

The annual Don and Bonnie 
Cummings Scholarship is now 
open for the 2018 season.  Any 
student who is a member of Mayfield Church may apply for this 
scholarship.  Applications can be found in the main hallway or by 
r e q u e s t i n g  a  d i g i t a l  c o p y  f r o m  A d a m 
(adam@mayfieldchurch.org). All applications are due Apr. 22 and 
award letters will go out in mid-May.  

Kd`qm `ants ntq ghrsnqx ƕ ntq o`rsnqr
ƕ ntq lhmhrsqhdr ƕ `mc sgd noonqstmh,
ties at Mayfield Church.  Our member-

ship class is scheduled for Sunday, 

Feb. 18, at 12:30 PM in Classroom B-
30. 
 
Please RSVP to Darlene Janke 
(darlene@mayfieldchurch.org), or call 
the church office at 440-729-4006. 
 
Child care is provided if requested one 
week in advance.  Email Carrie Barry 
at carrieb@mayfieldchurch.org. 

 
Membership 

Class 

- 
What IS 

Mayfield 

Church all 

about? 
 

The Book Giveaway Returns ...   
We will be holding a book giveaway 
on Sunday, Aug. 12 (our next Holy 
Donut Day). Donations for the books 
will benefit our schools ministry. Do 
you have books you no longer need 
and would like to donate to the give-
away? See Pastor Jan!  

mailto:adam@mayfieldchurch.org
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All Hail the Holy Donut!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gnkx Cnmts C`x bnldr svhbd ` xd`q ƕ hs hr ` c`x ltbg `mshbh,
pated by young and old alike.  
 
For folks who are new to our congregation, here are answers 
sn svn ptdrshnmr xnt lhfgs g`ud ƕ 
 

Question 1: How can a day of eating donuts be holy?  
 
It is holy because we are eating donuts for a good cause. 
 
We are raising money for our reading program at our partner 
elementary schools, Rowland and Adrian. Since 2013, Mayfield 
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Church has put more than 40,000 new books (valued at over 
$411,000) into the hands of students at these schools. 
 
Cathy Stang, the learning resource teacher at Adrian, and Ka-
ren Hadden, a first-grade teacher at Adrian, will be in Fellow-
ship Hall to answer your questions about the reading program 
and how it benefits their students. 
 

Question 2: How do I participate in Holy Donut Day?  
 
Either before or after service, walk into Fellowship Hall, where 
vd vhkk g`ud gtmcqdcr ne O`ssdqrnmƍr cnmtsr- 
 
Our thanks go to the Pattersons and the donut baker who will 
rise at an early hour to make the donuts for us. 
 
You can place your order with the friendly folks at the long ta-
bles by the kitchen. Order one donut, two donuts, or even a 
whole box. 
 
Once you have your do-
nuts, please leave your 
donation in one of the 
blue buckets on the ta-
bles in Fellowship Hall. 
 
Sg`sƍr gnv d`rx hs hr ƕ 
 
And, for each dollar you 
fhud+ vdƍkk rgho ` mdv
book to our schools so 
our students can learn to 
love reading. 
 
Thank you for support-
ing Holy Donut Day and 
our school reading pro-
gram! 
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Crazy Love, Here We Come! 
 
Weõve just heard our first Sunday message in the Crazy Love book 

series. If you havenõt joined a LifeGroup, itõs not too late!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Check out our groups listing on the display board in the main hall-

way. Or see Pastor Jan to get connected with one of our groups. 

We have a group for YOU! 

 
Congratulations to the following LifeGroup members, whose 

names were drawn in our giveaway. They each will receive a copy 

of the Crazy Love workbook ($16) to help them go deeper in their 

study. 

 

Judy Lasco (Faith Builders) 

Jan Atterholt  (Seekers) 

Chris & Liz Longenecker  (Marriage Group 2) 

Heather Sassé  (Crazy Love Meeting in Chardon) 

Michael Stroup  (The Least of These) 

Wanda Nicolet  (Tuesday Afternoon) 

Ina Hardesty  (Crazy Love Meeting in Mayfield Heights) 

Donna Kubik  (Wednesday Morning) 

Sandy Seiz (The Faith Club) 

Jessica Seibert (Evening Moms) 

Darrell Osborn  (Saturday Morning Men) 

 

See Pastor Jan for your workbook!  

 
Interested in a group that is not studying Crazy Love? We have 

those, too. Go to mayfieldchurch.org and click on the òLifeGroupsó 

icon to see all of our groups.   
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The Chili Cook-Off  
Returns! 

Sunday, Feb. 25: 4 Ɗ 6 PM 

In Fellowship Hall  
 

Ots nm xntq `oqnmr `mc fds sgd bqnbjonsr qd`cx ƕ hsƍr shld enq
chili, chili, chili! 
 

Wdƍkk ehmc nts vgn hm ntq bnmfqdf`shnm l`jdr sgd adrs bghkh-If you 
would like to enter, please sign up on the poster in the Gathering 
Space. Judging will start Sunday, Feb. 25 at 3:30 PM, but chili needs 
to be at the church by 3 PM.  
 

Cost to sample and eat is $5 per person Ɗ with a maximum $15 
per family. Hot dogs, cornbread, crackers and condiments will al-
so be provided. 
 
Heartland will be hosting the Chili Cook off this year.  We will be 
using the funds raised that day toward purchasing the new com-
puter equipment and software upgrades for Procare to enhance 
our communication with families!  
 

 

For more information, please email Patty Wenzel at heart-
land@mayfieldchurch.org or call 440-729-4006 Ext. 116.  


